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MAYOR'S MESSAGE
March has been an in terest ing month to
say the least ,  wi th  the crazy weather
we’ve been having.  

Some p laces south of  us have recorded
higher  to ta ls  than in  1974 so the Centra l
West  is  a  good p lace to  s tay away f rom at
the moment .  

For tunate ly  for  the Gul f ,  a l l  the b ig fa l ls
are in  the Lake Eyre catchments,  which
means we don’ t  see the water  in  our
patch.  

Local ly ,  Karumba seems to be t rumping
Normanton consis tent ly  wi th  ra in  fa l l  but
they may be put t ing the i r  ra in  gauges
under  the downpipes too ( that ’s  my story
anyway) .
 
We at tempted to  s tar t  some work crews
ear l ier  than normal  th is  month but  in  t rue
old “damned i f  you do and damned i f  you
don’ t ”  fashion i t  s tar ted ra in ing the day
they were supposed to s tar t  and hasn’ t
s topped s ince.

Counci l  would l ike to  thank those af fected
for  the i r  understanding and pat ience
dur ing th is  last  week or  so.  Hopefu l ly  i t  is
the “ ra inman’s”  last  hoorah and we can
knuckle down in to th is  year ’s  program
asap.

 

Weather  permi t t ing,  the
Mayor ,  Deputy Mayor  and
CEO wi l l  be in  Br isbane
th is  coming week for  the
NWQROC meet ing in
Par l iament  House so i t
would be fa i r  to  say there
wi l l  be a fa i r  number of
min is ters  being par t  o f  our
d iscuss ions dur ing the 2
days.

As per  usual ,  “ red tape” ,  housing or  lack of ,
postcode d iscr iminat ion wi th  f inance and
our  f ish ing industry  wi l l  be among the many
and var ied d iscuss ions.  

The Mayor  and CEO have had one v is i t  to
Br isbane th is  year  and found that  whi ls t  the
min is ters  are wi l l ing to  engage there seems
to be a common theme of  the prev ious
government  leav ing us broke which doesn’ t
ho ld water  wi th  me.  My v iew is  to  suck i t  up
and get  on wi th  look ing af ter  ALL your
const i tuents.  Somet imes a l l  that ’s  needed is
a pol icy change ( red tape)  to  encourage
growth and weal th .

We have a lso inv i ted one of  the NHVR
representat ives to  at tend our  Roads Group
meet ing to  t ry  and get  them to have a bet ter
understanding of  the snowbal l  e f fect  o f  the i r
hard l ine approach to pet ty  fau l ts  such as
stopl ights  and the fact  that  a f ter  repai r ing,
the issue needs to  be s igned of f  by an
inspect ion s tat ion/person.  
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MAYOR'S MESSAGE CONT.....

The regulators seem to have no knowledge of  geography,  remoteness and or  d is tances
travel led over  shocking roads that  dest roy l ights  and wi r ing etc .  on t rucks and t ra i lers .  No
one wi l l  argue the point  o f  safety  f i rs t  but  there has to  be a real i ty  check sooner  rather
than la ter .

Around about  the 14th-16th of  Apr i l  we are going to  have a v is i t  f rom the CEO of  NAIF
(Northern Austra l ian In f rast ructure Fund) .  

Nei l  O 'Br ien f rom GSD has organised the v is i t  and wi l l  undoubtably  be look ing to  get  input
f rom our  local  bus inesses regard ing lack of  f inance and incent ives to  promote smal l
bus iness in  the Gul f .  

Just  keep in  mind,  these guys are not  the enemy but  ra ther ,  maybe the answer,  so t reat
them wi th the respect  they deserve and save your  f rust rat ion for  the banks and other
f inancia l  inst i tu t ions.  

One message we have to get  them to understand is  that  for  Nor thern Austra l ia  to  develop
they need to suppor t  and look af ter  ex is t ing businesses which a lso means f inancing the
younger  generat ion a l lowing the o ld dudes to  ret i re .

On that  note I ’ l l  s ign of f  and hope that  there are no “o ld dudes”  out  there wi th  no in tent ion
of  ever  ret i r ing.

Unt i l  next  month s tay safe and dry.

Jack Bawden.
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25 April

LEST
WE

FORGET

 ANZAC DAY

Normanton
DAWN SERVICE

Traditional Rum
 & Milk

Albion Hotel
5am

March to Cenotaph
6am

Breakfast
Albion Hotel

immediately after
Service

MORNING SERVICE

Assemble for March
Normanton State School

9:45am
March to Cenotaph

10am
Morning Tea

Normanton Shire Hall
immediately after

Service

Karumba
DAWN SERVICE

 Sunderland Park
6am

Breakfast
Karumba Rec

Club
immediately after

Service
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No Excuse for Abuse
In recent months, some employees at Carpentaria Shire have 
experienced abuse and harassment.

Whether this has been across the front counter, on the phone, in 
one of our community facilities or in our outdoor workforce spaces, 
Council does not tolerate the abuse of the members of our team.

Carpentaria Shire Council staff are brothers and sisters, uncles and aunts, mums, and dads, some are
even grandparents; they are members of the community, they often help with sporting and community
groups, volunteer and are part of the community they live in. Our staff don’t deserve to be treated with
aggression, abuse, and disrespect.

If you are unhappy with a decision of Council, or feel that you are not being heard, please use the
appropriate channels to communicate. There are several points of contact listed at the end of the
newsletter.

This includes asking to speak to a supervisor, the director of the Department, the HR Manager or the
CEO. If you do not feel your complaint is heard, then there are proper processes for a complaint to be
heard including through the Mayor.
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Wednesday, 16 April, 2025

Cr Jack Bawden - Mayor                         
Cr Brad Hawkins – Deputy Mayor      
Cr Andrew Murphy     
Cr Cherie Schafer
Cr Glenn Smerdon
Cr Johnty O'Brien
Cr Leslie Henry   

Anne Andrews          
Chief Executive Officer

Michael Wanrooy                 
Director Engineering Services

Chief Operations Officer
Andrew Shaw 

Executive Manager Community
Development and Tourism
Amanda Farraway

Address:  29-33 Haig Street, Normanton QLD 4890 
Postal:     PO Box 31, Normanton QLD  4890 
Email:      council@carpentaria.qld.gov.au 
Website:  www.carpentaria.qld.gov.au 

Normanton Office
Telephone:                                       

Karumba Library/Service Centre
Telephone:                                                                           

Visitor Information Centre  
Normanton                              
Karumba                                    

After Hours Emergencies
Telephone:                               

CONTACT US

0427 459 424
0418 451 688
0428 451 085
0448 324 911
0429 451 784
0427 186 939
0407 600 024

0417 306 412

0428 131 289

0417 625 113

0491 384 890

(07) 4745 2200
(07) 4745 1340

(07) 4747 7522
(07) 4747 7566

(07) 4747 8444
(07) 4745 2211

(07) 4745 2200

Council's Ordinary Meeting for April 2025 is
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 16 April,
starting at 9:00am in the conference room at the
Les Wilson Barramundi Discovery Centre.

DISASTER DASHBOARD

Carpentaria Shire Council’s disaster dashboard is
where you find local information before, during
and after extreme weather, like storms and floods.

It has essential information including:
Emergency News
Road Conditions
Power Outages 
Emergency Contacts
River Heights
Telstra Outages 
Current Fire Bans etc. 

https://disaster.carpentaria.qld.gov.au/




