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MAYOR'S MESSAGE
Another  month has f lown by and we are now
looking down the bar re l  o f  the end of  the
f inancia l  year  again.  

This  week wi l l  see our  last  counci l  workshop
happen regard ing ra tes and then i t  wi l l  be
open for  publ ic  consul ta t ion so fee l  f ree to
drop in  and have your  say.  A lso have a look
a t  how we are going f inancia l ly.  As I  have
said numerous t imes,  we Counci l lors  are
guard ians of  the vaul t  -  i f  you l ike -  but  i t ’s
a lways good to have cr i t ic ism or  I  l ike to
th ink of  i t  as a second opin ion.  

F ina l ly,  our  construct ion season has s tar ted
in ear nest  and ver y soon there wi l l  be a fu l l
compl iment  of  crews out  on f lood damage
works.  I t  is  s t i l l  ver y wet  south but  shouldn’ t
be far  o f f  s tar t ing down there as wel l .  I t
a lways amazes me of  the d i f ference ever y
year  br ings wi th  road damage f rom f looding.
One year  a cer ta in  creek or  r iver  f loods and
stays f looded for  way too long and gets you
th ink ing tha t  the cross ing needs to  be ra ised
and then the fo l lowing year  tha t  one hard ly
runs and the damage is  somewhere e lse.  I
th ink the key point  is  the fact  tha t  you wi l l
never  f lood proof  th is  countr y  but  we can
cer ta in ly  shor ten the c losures and get  people
back to  work a whole lo t  qu icker  by improv ing
cross ings and the roads in  genera l .
Thankfu l ly  NEMA (Feds)  can see the log ic  in
rebui ld ing to  a h igher  s tandard now and they
are progress ive ly  get t ing away f rom the
“rebui ld  to  or ig ina l ” condi t ion.  This  has
happened due to a lo t  o f  persuading f rom
Loca l  Gover nments in  these f lood prone
areas and hopefu l ly  wi l l  cont inue a long th is
pa th.  

This  year ’s  wea ther  has
thrown up major  d isasters
down south too
unfor tuna te ly,  so th is  wi l l
a f fect  our  funding,  but  I
have no regrets  wi th  the
poor  buggers get t ing the
l ions share.  There is  on ly  so
much in  the bank and i t
must  be pr ior i t ised.

Persona l ly,  I ’d  much ra ther
be in  our  pos i t ion than
tr y ing to  rebui ld  l ives as
they are fur ther  south.  

GSD, TTNQ and Advance Cai r ns paid us a
v is i t  last  week and we had a ver y product ive
tour ism meet ing in  Karumba.  Our  CEO took
the oppor tuni ty  to  launch the new Carpentar ia
Vis i tor  Guide and there wi l l  be fur ther
brochures focusing on the h is tor y,  her i tage
and th ings to  do produced for  our  v is i tors
shor t ly.

A l l  in  a l l ,  a  good meet ing wi th  adv ice and
exper ience shar ing,  be ing f ree ly  g iven by a l l .

There was a lso a meet ing in  Karumba,  tha t
wasn’ t  ver y wel l  a t tended loca l ly,  wi th  the
stakeholders in  the Por t  o f  Karumba.  Karumba
could be in  d i re  s t ra ights  i f  S ibanye-St i l lwa ter
f in ish opera t ions a t  Centur y Mine in  2027 and
we don' t  have a p lan in  p lace.

At  the moment  they are look ing a t  more of  a
common user  fac i l i ty  i f  some jun ior  miners
can come on board and share the costs  of
dredging etc.
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MAYOR'S MESSAGE CONT...
Our road in f rast ructure needs upgrading in  some
par ts  but  a l l  in  a l l  we would be able to  handle
t rucks f rom Cloncur r y  car r y ing phospha te to  por t
s i te.  Add a potent ia l  opening to  ut i l ise the
pipel ine,  a lso car r y ing phospha te and the
potent ia l  o f  the por t  begins to  show wi th expor t .
A lso impor t  and expor t  o f  Agr icu l ture products
wi th a fa in t  chance of  “ l ive ca t t le” cranking up
again.  As far  as the “wet” goes wi th  road c losures
we just  need land to  s tockpi le  dur ing the dr y
t imes.  Ask yourselves th is  quest ion.  Why can’ t  we
impor t  Chinese t i res and equipment  such as
backhoes,  excava tors,  g raders and dozers etc.
and send the sh ip back wi th  phospha te and other
min ing products.  

Por ts  in  the capi ta l  c i t ies have been doing th is
forever.  For  someone a whole lo t  younger  than me
there is  a  g rea t  oppor tuni ty  looming on the
hor izon and we need to get  behind i t  and suppor t
the case.

Wi th dr y far ming star t ing to  happen,  par t icu lar ly
wi th  cot ton and mung bean,  adding defense in to
the equa t ion,  i t  could become a ver y s t ra tegic
por t .

Por ts  Nor th -  by the way -  are happy wi th
proceedings thus far  but  i t  would help i f  there was
more loca l  in terest  and ideas.  

Karumba does not  have a Grea t  Bar r ier  Reef  and
you do not  need a p i lo t  to  go through the Tor res
Stra ight  as is  the case wi th  sh ips f rom the east
coast .  I f  you need to share thoughts and ideas
contact  mysel f,  Anne (CEO) or  Nei l  O’Br ien f rom
GSD. (He wi l l  thank me la ter) .

Tha t ’s  about  me for  the month so I ’ l l  s ign of f  and
wish the St ingers the best  for  the upcoming
season.  I  a lso wish the Nor manton Show and
Rodeo a l l  the success they deser ve and urge
ever yone to take a look.  I f  you are in to
photography,  craf t  or  cooking there ’s  a lways
trea ts  in  the “b ig  shed” .  I f  rodeo is  your  th ing,
then perch up somewhere and wa tch i t  a l l  happen.  

Remember tha t  you buy your  dr inks on s i te  and
smuggl ing your  own l iqu id cheer  in  won’ t  be
to lera ted.  

Have a g rea t  t ime and p lease be safe.

Jack Bawden.

New Bird Hides
Residents and v is i tors  would have
not iced some work going on around
School  Dam recent ly.  Through a Grant
f rom the Sta te Gover nment 's  Bush
Tour ism Fund,  Counci l  has been able
to insta l l  b i rds h ides and some p icn ic
tables for  ever yone to enjoy the b i rd
l i fe  a t  the dam. The fac i l i t ies for m par t
of  the act iv i t ies h igh l ighted in  the
School  Dam Masterp lan.
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MELBOURNE CUP TO VISIT 

I t 's  an unusua l  day when you see New York
and Nor manton in  the same headl ine.

But  here we are!

On May 29,  2025,  i t  was announced tha t  the
People ’s  Cup wi l l  embark on an
extraord inar y jour ney f rom New York to
Nor manton,  g iv ing fans and communi t ies
across the wor ld  the rare oppor tuni ty  to  see
the prest ig ious pr ize up c lose and fee l  the
magic of  Austra l ia ’s  most  iconic  race.

The 18-cara t  go ld t rophy,  wor th $850,000
wi l l  be jo ined by some fami l iar  faces on the
road before retur n ing to  Vic tor ia  in  the
weeks leading up to  the 165th Melbour ne
Cup.

Now in i ts  23rd year,  the tour  has t ravel led
over  one mi l l ion k i lometres,  v is i t ing more
than 670 dest ina t ions,  490 schools  and 422
hospi ta ls  /  aged care fac i l i t ies.

The Tour  has engaged in  over  2,200
communi ty  events and ra ised hundreds of
thousands of  do l lars  for  loca l  fundra is ing
in i t ia t ives.

In t roduced in  2019,  the Lexus Melbour ne
Cup Tour  Na t iona l  Sweep is  an impor tant
Vic tor ian Racing Club (VRC) char i ty
in i t ia t ive which see’s  24 rura l  and regiona l
towns a l loca ted a bar r ier  for  the 2025 Lexus
Melbour ne Cup.

Representa t ives f rom each of  the 24
dest ina t ions wi l l  be f lown to Melbour ne to
watch the Cup l ive on t rack a t  F lemington
and the town which draws the bar r ier  o f  the
winning horse wi l l  be presented wi th  a cash
pr ize of  $50,000 to put  towards a char i ty  o f
the i r  choice.

The Lexus Melbour ne Cup holds h is tor ica l ,
cu l tura l  and soc ia l  s ign i f icance and is  he ld
annua l ly  on the f i rs t  Tuesday of  November
a t  3 .00pm when i t  br ings Austra l ia  to  a
standst i l l  and is  wa tched by more than 750
mi l l ion people across the g lobe.

Keep up wi th  Counci l 's  soc ia ls  and
newslet ter  for  more deta i ls  c loser  to  the
event  which wi l l  be held f rom Wednesday 9
July  -  Monday 14 Ju ly,  2025.
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NEW VISITOR GUIDE LAUNCHED

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
The Economic Development  Commit tee met  wi th  CEOs
of  Gul f  Savannah Development  Nei l  O 'Br ien,  Advance
Cair ns Jac inta Reddin and Tropica l  Tour ism Nor th
Queensland Mark Olsen recent ly  to  d iscuss
oppor tuni t ies and cha l lenges for  the region.

Major  issues ra ised inc luded the la te s tar t  to  the tour ism
season and the seasons becoming shor ter  wi th  changing
seasona l  wea ther  events.

As a co l labora t ive Carpentar ia  Shi re,  TTNQ, GSD and
Advanced Car is  are work ing together  to  invest iga te
oppor tuni t ies to  increase v is i ta t ion to  the region
inc luding market ing.

The g roup were a lso br ie fed on the business case being
developed on the susta inable fu ture of  the Por t  o f
Karumba and the oppor tuni t ies being presented to
ensure cont inued g rowth of  the Por t .

I t 's  been a busy month wi th  a number of  agency
di rectors in  town to co l labora te wi th  counci l ,  the
communi ty,  bus iness and industr y  on the region 's
economic development  oppor tuni t ies inc lud ing the
susta inable fu ture of  the Por t  o f  Karumba,  ag r icu l ture
and f ish ing and tour ism.

This  inc luded the launch of  the new Carpentar ia
Vis i tor  Guide which has a l ready received posi t ive
feedback f rom v is i tors  -  many who have p icked up the
guide f rom Vis i tor  Centre 's  outs ide the region on the i r
t ravels.

At  the launch,  we were lucky enough to have the CEOs
of  Gul f  Savannah Development  Nei l  O 'Br ien,  Advance
Cair ns Jac inta Reddin and Tropica l  Tour ism Nor th
Queensland Mark Olsen who had been in  the region
v is i t ing a number of  dest ina t ions to  d iscuss
oppor tuni t ies and cha l lenges and ensure tha t  they can
advoca te on our  beha l f  a t  a  gover nment  level .

Carpentar ia  Shi re would l ike to  thank ever yone
involved in  the development  of  the guide -  inc lud ing:
Mandy & Ian Mar t in ,  Qaudr io  Fami ly,  Dana Quirk ,  
Laura Lauks,  A l isha Chapman,  Greg & Ker r y  Cameron,
Ker r y  D’s  F ish ing Char ters,  Andrew and Rania
McClymont  and the i r  two l i t t le  boys Monty and Archie,
Janel le  and Ka lam Watson and the i r  three ch i ldren,
Al l ison,  E lena and Na te,  B ianca Achur ra & Joshua
Castray,  Candice Har r is,  Laura Louks and Ricky
Steven for  ag reeing to  be be the ta lent  for  the guide.  I t
cer ta in ly  means tha t  we can compete in  any v is i tor
in for mat ion centre and not  get  forgot ten because we
are not  v is ib le  on in for mat ion centre shelves!
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QUARRY CONCERNS
Loca l  Gover nment  Min is ter  Ann Leahy has announced
a major  po l icy  change to suppor t  access to  quar r y
p i ts  for  cruc ia l  bus iness-as-usua l  (BAU) works such
as in f rast ructure maintenance and upgrades.  
 
For  the past  two years,  many counci ls  –  par t icu lar ly
in  wester n Queensland – have exper ienced
cha l lenges accessing g ravel  due to the renewal
process of  sa les per mi ts  for  Sta te-owned quar r y
mater ia l  under  the Forest r y  Act  1959 (Forest r y  Act ) .  
 
Min is ter  Leahy announced the measure would g ive
cer ta in ty  to  counci ls  in  accessing quar r y  p i ts  for  BAU
works,  where there is  no reasonably  pract icable
a l ter na t ive,  us ing s143 of  the Loca l  Gover nment  Act
to  safe ly  bui ld  and mainta in communi ty  in f rast ructure.  
 
Counci ls  are s t i l l  requi red to  progress the s tandard
quar r y  sa les per mi t  renewal  process as the pr imar y
mechanism for  accessing Sta te-owned quar r y
mater ia l .
 
Fur ther  in for mat ion deta i l ing how the pol icy changes
wi l l  work,  wi l l  be c i rcu la ted to  Counci ls  in  the near
future.  
 

The Nor th Queensland
Cowboys Tr y for  5  Program
at tended both schools  dur ing
week two of  th is  ter m to
encourage wel lbe ing and
independence wi th  get t ing
ready for  school  and Gul f
Chr is t ian Col lege hosted a
communi ty  BBQ breakfast  &
Nor manton Sta te School
hosted BBQ Lunch.  

T i l ly  & Sam then v is i ted the
Spor t  Centre for  a f ter  school
act iv i t ies,  Tra in ing and a BBQ
with the Nor manton St ingers
and before heading of f  popped
in for  mor n ing tea wi th  the
res idents of  Kuka t ja  Place
where they yar ned about  the i r
favour i te  p layers back in  the i r
day.  (Photos APH Vis i t  0047 &
0044) .

TRY FOR 5 PROGRAM

FIVE YEAR CORPORATE PLAN ADOPTED
Counci l  would l ike to  thank ever yone who contr ibuted  
the development  of  the f ive-year  corpora te p lan
which was adopted a t  the May meet ing of  Counci l
and can be v iewed on Counci l 's  websi te.

Counci l  is  now in  the process of  f ina l is ing the 
12-month opera t iona l  p lan and 2025-2026 budget
and wi l l  host  communi ty  drop- in  sess ions a t  Karumba
and Nor manton.

Budget Drop-in session Karumba
Karumba Civ ic  Centre.

June 10,  2025.
Time:  4pm -  6pm.

Budget drop-in session Nor manton
Nor manton Shi re Ha l l

June 11,  2025.
Time:  4pm -  6pm.
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BIOSECURITY BRIEFING
Dur ing May,  Mayor  Jack Bawden and CEO
Anne Andrews a t tended a b iosecur i ty  br ie f ing
held a t  Karumba.

The br ie f ing inc luded representa t ives f rom the
Nor th West  Queensland Region of  Counci ls,
the Dis t r ic t  Disaster  Management  Group,  Qld
Pol ice,  Agforce,  Na tura l  Resource Mangement
Group,  Loca l  Gover nment  Associa t ion of  QLD
and Queensland 's  and Rachel  Chay,
Queensland 's  Chief  B iosecur i ty  Of f icer.

The meet ing was to ld  the three g rea test
threa ts  to  our  reg ion inc lude:Foot  and Mouth,
Lumpy Skin and Avian Bi rd F lu.

The QLD Gover nment  is  fo l lowing through on
i ts  commitment  to  employ 100 b iosecur i ty
of f icers across QLD -  wi th  an emphasis  on
placement  in  rura l ,  reg iona l  and remote areas.
The posi t ions wi l l  be adver t ised la ter  th is  year.

Six  fera l  p ig  coord ina tors have been engaged
across Queensland,  speci f ica l ly  across South-
West  Queensland,  Centra l -West  Queensland,
Nor th-West  Queensland,  Nor th Queensland
and Far  Nor th Queensland.

Counci l  is  cur rent ly  seeking
appl ica t ions for  two senior  leadership
ro les in  the organisa t ion -  Manager
Chi ldcare Ser v ices (Centre Manager)
and Finance Manager.

The Chi ldcare Ser v ices Manager  wi l l
manage the Nor manton Chi ldcare
Centre and appl ica t ions can be made
through Astute Ear ly  Years Specia l is ts
and the F inance Manager  ro le  is  be ing
recru i tment  through El i te  Execut ive
Recru i tment .

Both posi t ions are a par t  o f  Counci l 's
senior  leadership g roup and we are
look ing forward to  welcoming the new
managers to  the team.

SENIOR ROLE RECRUITMENT
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Wednesday 18 June, 2025.
Thursday 19 June, 2025.

Cr Jack Bawden - Mayor                         
Cr Brad Hawkins – Deputy Mayor      
Cr Andrew Murphy     
Cr Cherie Schafer
Cr Glenn Smerdon
Cr Johnty O'Brien
Cr Leslie Henry   

Anne Andrews          
Chief Executive Officer

Michael Wanrooy                 
Director Engineering Services

Chief Operations Officer
Andrew Shaw 

Executive Manager Community
Development and Tourism
Amanda Farraway

Address:  29-33 Haig Street, Normanton QLD 4890 
Postal:     PO Box 31, Normanton QLD  4890 
Email:      council@carpentaria.qld.gov.au 
Website:  www.carpentaria.qld.gov.au 

Normanton Office
Telephone:                                       

Karumba Library/Service Centre
Telephone:                                                                           

Visitor Information Centre  
Normanton                              
Karumba                                    

After Hours Emergencies
Telephone:                               

CONTACT US

0427 459 424
0418 451 688
0428 451 085
0448 324 911
0429 451 784
0427 186 939
0407 600 024

0417 306 412

0428 131 289

0417 625 113

0491 384 890

(07) 4745 2200
(07) 4745 1340

(07) 4747 7522
(07) 4747 7566

(07) 4747 8444
(07) 4745 2211

(07) 4745 2200

Council's Ordinary Meeting for June 2025 is
scheduled to take place on Wednesday 18 May,
starting at 9:00am in the Normanton Shire Council
Boardroom. The annual budget meeting will take
place on Thursday 19 June starting at 9:00am.

DISASTER DASHBOARD

Carpentaria Shire Council’s disaster dashboard is
where you find local information before, during
and after extreme weather, like storms and floods.

It has essential information including:
Emergency News
Road Conditions
Power Outages 
Emergency Contacts
River Heights
Telstra Outages 
Current Fire Bans etc. 

https://disaster.carpentaria.qld.gov.au/


